
 

 

   
Grey Highlands Public Library Board Virtual Meeting 

Date: Wednesday, May 13, 2020 
Time: 7:00 p.m. 

AGENDA  

 
1. Call to order  

2. Approval of Agenda 

3. Declarations of conflict of interest  

4. Approval of February 19, 2020 Library Board Minutes  

5. Business Arising  
5.1 Property – Building of new gazebos/pavilions at Flesherton, Walter Harris 

Memorial Library grounds 
5.2 Appointment of new board member-update 
5.3 Report re: Public Meeting for proposed Cannabis operation on Walker St., 

Markdale, ON 
 
6. Correspondence 

6.1 Letter to Council re: proposed Cannabis operation(attached) 

6.2 Email -FOPL (see email) 

7. Financial Report 

7.1 Monthly Statements: February, March, April 2020 (attached) 
 

8. CEO Report 

9. Other Business 

9.1 Approval/Adoption of Municipal HR Policies- 

9.1.1 Hours of Work Policy 

9.1.2 Benefits Policy 

9.1.3 Compensation Policy 

 

9.2 Re-opening plan and procedures-discussion 

9.3 Board Member Comments and Announcements  

10. Adjournment  
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 Minutes of the Grey Highlands Public Library Board Meeting 
Held at the Walter Harris Memorial Library 

On  
Wednesday, February 19 at 7:00 p.m. 

 
 
Present:  Kevin Land, Chair, Deputy Mayor Aakash Desai, Stewart Halliday, Kim McArthur  
Regrets:  Janet Carson, Gillian Griffin, Councillor Danielle Valiquette, Lynn Silverton 
 
Guest:  Jennifer Golletz, Reporter, Collingwood Today. 
 
Staff:    CEO-Wilda Allen, Library Assistant- Becky Hill 
  
 

1.0 Call to order:  Chair Kevin Land called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  
 

2.0 Approval of the Agenda: 
  Motion #08-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday  
     Seconded By:  Aakash Desai 

That the agenda be approved, as amended.  
Carried. (see items 9.3, 9.4) 

      
3.0 Declaration of pecuniary or conflict of interest: None. 

 
    

4.0 Approval of January 22, 2020 Library Board Meeting Minutes 
 
   Motion #09-20 Moved By: Aakash Desai    
      Seconded by: Stewart Halliday 

That the minutes of the January 22, 2020 
Library Board meeting minutes be approved. 
Carried. 

 
5.0 Business Arising 

   
5.1 Property – Building of new gazebos/pavilions on Flesherton/Walter Harris 

Memorial Library grounds. The planner suggested that if feasible, the board 
consider using the same building plans for both projects.  Funds for the pavilion 
in Flesherton would come from the Kate MacMillan Memorial Building Fund. 
Funds for the proposed pavilion next to the Walter Harris Memorial Library 
(between the library parking lot and the playground) would come from The 
Friends of the WHML and another organization in Markdale.  
 

5.2 Appointment of new board member – 1) The Chair, welcomed new board 
member, Kim McArthur. 2) Board vacancy- re: resignation of Catherine 
Carmichael- the CEO reported that she has notified the Municipal clerk who will 
then post a notice as per the Public Libraries Act.   

 
 

6.0 Correspondence: BDO audit report. 
 

7.0 Financial Report 
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7.1 Monthly Statement- CEO reviewed December 2019 statement with board.  

 
  Motion #10-20 Moved by: Stewart Halliday 
     Seconded by: Aakash Desai 
     That the board receive the financial statement. 
     Carried.  

 
8.0 CEO Report: The CEO presented the CEO report to the board.  Health & safety 

member will be meeting with staff to review risk assessment regarding Violence and 
Harassment.  Possibility of Library staff member attending the Seniors committee 
meeting to partner in the future for programming. 
        

    Motion #11-20 Moved By: Aakash Desai 
       Seconded By: Stewart Halliday 
       That the CEO report is received by the board.   
       Carried. 

 
9.0 Other Business  

 
9.1 Review Working Alone Policy: The CEO presented the policy with proposed 
amendments. 
 
   Motion #12-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Aakash Desai 
      That the Working Alone Policy #48-05 is   
      approved by the board with proposed   
      amendments. 
      Carried. 
        
 
9.2 Review Patron Code of Conduct Policy: 
 
   Motion #13-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Aakash Desai 
      That the Patron Code of Conduct policy #30-01  
       is approved by the board, with amendments. 
      Carried. 
 
9.3 In Camera Closed Session  
 
   Motion #14-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Kim McArthur 

That the board move the meeting to closed 
session to discuss matter relating to 
identifiable individuals. 
Staff present:  None. 
 
 

The Board moved the meeting from In Camera. 
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   Motion #15-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Kim McArthur 
      Library Board Chair to be permitted to meet  
      with consultants for the municipality regarding  
      personnel evaluations. 
 

9.4  Cannabis Processing Facility: Deputy Mayor Aakash Desai brought forward   
   information regarding an application for a cannabis processing facility proposed at a  
   location on Walker St., close to the Walter Harris Memorial Library.  Council has  
   scheduled a public meeting for March 10th.   

      
   Motion #16-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Aakash Desai 
 

That the board submit a letter to council, to be 
presented at a Public Meeting scheduled for 
March 10th,stating that the Library Board is 
concerned about the proposed operation of a 
cannabis facility near a public library,  
playground and arena,  and that it suggests that 
the facade of the building and required fencing 
may not be appropriate for the area, and that 
there may be unpleasant ambient odours 
coming from the building, and that there is 
insufficient parking that may have a negative 
impact on library parking.  Carried. 
       
  

The Board Chair and CEO will write a letter for presentation at the public meeting on 
March 10th.  
 

10.0  Adjournment: 
 

   Motion # 16-20 Moved By: Stewart Halliday 
      Seconded By: Aakash Desai 

      That the meeting be adjourned at 9:45pm  
     Carried. 
   
 

    
Next Board Meeting:  Wednesday, March18th at 7p.m. at the Flesherton Library. 
 
 
 
___________________________ __________________ 
Signature, Chair Date 
 
 
 
___________________________ __________________ 
Signature, CEO Date  



  

 

 

March 11, 2020 

To the Chair and members of Council, 

My name is Kevin Land and I am Chair of the Grey Highlands Public Library Board.  

I am here to speak on behalf of the Board. 

We are grateful for the opportunity to speak to the recent proposed application 

for a Cannabis operation in Markdale. 

It is our understanding that the Cannabis operation would entail all elements 

from cultivation, to processing to wholesale distribution. 

This proposal was discussed at the February 19, 2020 Library Board Meeting and 

from that discussion we have some concerns: 

1)  Odour- Although we are uncertain as to what extent the plant will be 

grown on site and the measures that will be taken to mitigate the 

unpleasant  smell that is known to result from such cultivation, there is 

enough compelling documented evidence with existing “grow-ops” that 

warrants investigation.  

 

2) Optics- we doubt that the building façade with the required security 

fencing will contribute to the downtown streetscape and “reimagined” 

village. 

 

3) Proximity to a public library, playground, school and other family friendly 

facilities-The placement of a Cannabis operation for whatever reason in the 

downtown area surrounded by homes, a public school, arena, public library 

and playground seems counter-intuitive to the safe and welcoming 

community in which Markdale residents live, work and play.  

 

 



  

 

 

4) Parking- As the board understands it, the owner will only provide three of 

the required five parking spaces as per the guidelines for the use of the 

property.  Furthermore, the owner has indicated that there will be twenty-

five people employed at start-up with more added as the company grows.  

So even when one takes into consideration the possibility of more than one 

shift, there is still insufficient employee parking. 

We do understand, that if Council gives special permission, the owner may 

use a “cash in lieu of parking” option when unable to provide the 

appropriate number of parking spaces.  The “cash in lieu of parking” option 

in our opinion is problematic.  Although we cannot address the impact this 

will have on local business, we can address how it may very well affect 

parking for library patrons, given the proximity of the library to the facility.  

With an average of more than three hundred patrons visiting the Walter 

Harris Library weekly (much of it vehicle traffic), parking spaces are critical 

for  people who are coming to borrow materials, use computers, as well as 

other services, but it is especially crucial for special programming, 

community events, children’s programming during the summer months, 

book sales, and other community gatherings when larger groups are 

parking at one time.   

 

For the above reasons, the Grey Highlands Public Library Board urges Council to 

seriously consider the impact of allowing a Cannabis operation at the proposed 

location. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 Kevin Land, Chair 

Grey Highlands Public Library Board  


